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PTO Minutes
September 9, 2009
Introductions – Mary Ridge, President of Highland School PTO, welcomed those in attendance and thanked the previous PTO board for their hard work and dedication.
This years PTO board was introduced:


Mary Ridge, President


Leslie Flanagan, Vice President


Stacey Doherty, Treasurer


Christine Gately, Secretary
Leslie Flanagan presented a list of committee chairs with contact information.  Also presented was a description of PTO events.  These forms will also be posted on the Highland school web-site.   Those in attendance were also able to sign up for volunteer opportunities for upcoming PTO events.  The volunteer sign up sheet will also be available at the at Open House on September 17th.
Principal’s Report – Mrs. Pelletier welcomed the parents and teacher. She reported a smooth start to the school year.  

Bruce Parks was thanked for the fabulous job he does administering the Highland school web-site.  Bruce will post pictures of the opening day ceremony soon.
A popsicle treat will be given to those students who return the summer math packets.
Volunteers needed to assist in copying.  The school is asking for one hour a week, or when available, to assist in the copying needs of the teachers.   The teachers appreciate these Super Volunteers!  Training on the copiers will be available.   Call the school for details. 
Treasurer’s Report – Stacey Doherty presented the 2009/2010 budget.  The major change from last years budget was the additional expense of the Highland Harvest.   This is the first year for the Highland Harvest fundraiser and the start up cost is expected to be higher than in subsequent years.  (See Committee Updates for details).
A motion was made to increase the “Staff Luncheon” from $500.00 to $600.00. Typically, the staff luncheon offered in May to celebrate Teacher Appreciation day.   The committee is interested in doing additional activities through out the school year for the teachers and staff.  The motion was approved.
The cultural arts budget was decreased from $9,000.00 to $8,000.00 due to private grants that were received.  

A motion was made to approve the budget after those changes. The motion was approved.  
Committee Updates:

Highland Harvest –  September 26,  Back to school celebration this year will be a Harvest theme fundraiser.  This will replace the Back to School Picnic.  Games, refreshments, petting zoo, hayrides, and raffles will all take place at the school on September 26th from 11:00 – 2:00.   A half-mile race will take place from 10:30-11:00 for grades 3-5.  Shorter races for the younger grades will be from 12:30-2:00.  
Come and celebrate the new school year.  Additional information will be coming home soon.

Many volunteers needed to make the day a success.  Please contact Deana Ferrini if you are able to volunteer.  
Readers Digest – Kristine Melo described this great fundraiser.  The Readers Digest fundraiser will be from September 25-October 2.  Purchases will be received by November 19th in time for the Holidays.  The goal is for every child to participate.  
Street Sign Raffle – In order to cut down on the number of fundraisers, this year we will combining the street sign raffle and the PTO membership drive.  For 10.00 you can sign up for PTO membership and the street sign raffle.   The street sign raffle enables the winning family to name the “street” outside Highland school.  Please see Amy Connolly for details.
Library Volunteer – Lana Yaney will be organizing this years library volunteers.  Volunteers are needed for Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  A CORI needs to be filled out and a fifteen-minute orientation will be given.  The library volunteer will help the students sign out books, shelve books, and other library needs.  A form has already been sent home.  
Room Parents – Laura Menadue will be coordinating the room parents this year.  The room parent acts as a liaison between parents and teachers for planning holiday parties, special requests, and optional teacher gift.  In addition, the room parent will distribute the class list as needed.   A form has gone out requesting room parents.  If you can not be the room parent you can still assist in preparing for a holiday party.   If your child has allergies, please make the room parent aware. 
Highlands Cookbook - The Highlands Cookbook is in desperate need of recipes!  Email or write down you favorite recipes and give to Maryann Barry (mabarry@beld.net)
Benefit Bash – Lord and Taylor is offering a Benefit Bash.  For $5.00, you will receive a coupon for 25% off one purchase (even UGGS!) and an additional 15% off for you entire days purchase.   They will be available at the Open House (September 17).  Please see Crissy Murphy for details.
Haunted House – Elisa Dillion is chairing the Haunted House fundraiser.  Many volunteers needed to help in kitchen, childcare, acting, setting up and breaking down sets.  A table will be at Open House requesting volunteers.  The volunteers do an amazing job every year.  This is the biggest fundraiser for Highland school.  Last year we raised $7.500.00.
Beautification –  A Chairperson  is needed for Beautification of the Highland school for both front and back of the school  We are asking for a two year commitment so long term projects can be accomplished.  Contact the PTO or Mrs. Pelletier.  
Great Books – A reading program for the student is wanted and needed!   We need a chairperson to organize a reading program.  This work will be mainly in the Spring.  Please contact Leslie Flanagan for additional information.
School Council – A spot is now open for a parent representative on the school council.  It is a two year commitment.  The school council meets with Mrs. Pelletier to discuss any concerns or developments: i.e. class size, testing, or establishing goals and plans for the school.  Meetings are a few times a year after school.  Doctor Kurzberg,  Superintendent of Braintree Public Schools, will also meet with the school council.  If you are interested, contact Mrs. Pelletier.  Nomination forms will be going home.  If more than one person is nominated, an election will be held.
Bike Rack – The absence of a bike rack was discussed.  Mrs. Pelletier will check with the main office to see if a bike rack is acceptable.  

Fifth Grade Send off- Camp Bournedale was discussed for the fifth graders.  It is an education camp that is science oriented and has team building activities.  It would involve an overnight in June. Highland would join the Liberty and Ross schools the same time.   The cost is $135.00 dollars.  Parental chaperones will be needed.  The chairs of the fifth grade send off (Kristin Burchill, Christine Neelon, Kara Wishhart) will request feedback from parents and offer recommendation. 

9/11 Commemoration – A request was made to commemorate the September 11 attacks.  Recommendations were a moment of silence, or red white and blue day.  Mrs. Pelletier noted it down and will work with the teachers. 

Spinning Wheel - A special thank you to Joe Gozzo who made a spinning wheel.  The spinning wheel can be used at the school for fundraisers or by the teachers for fun learning opportunities.  The PTO put the wheel to good use by raffling Mums to two lucky parents at the meeting.    Please contact Joe Gozzo for additional information on the wheel. 
Next meeting: Thursday October 17, 2009
Attendance:

Mrs. Nancy Pelletier, Maureen William, Kim Griffin, Maria Cappadona, Stephanie Losordo, Monique Dolan, Sandy Mach, Joe Gozzo, Kristine Melo, Dorrie Furness, Jian Wang, Bruce Parks, Nicole Hurley, Jane Bouley, Karen Carey, Kara Wishart, Alyse McLeod, Crissy Murphy, Debbie DeGregorio, Ann York, Denise Kokoros, Julie Gozzo, Janet Curley, Ann M. Donovan, Bethany Lyons, Lana Yang, Sheelagh Corcoran, MaryLynne DePaolo, Debbie St. Andre, Betsy Hynes, Kim Sullivan, Eileen Bickford, Sonya Volpe, Karen Downing, Tracey Carter, Jill DelVecchio, Denise Baszkiewicz, Renee Meada, Laura Menadue, Michele Curran, Kristen Burchill, Kathy Biggins, AnnMarie Joyce, Laurie Eleuteri, Elisa Dillon, Cathy Al-Janabi, Elizabeth Jaehnig, Michelle Hume, Kelly Burke, Christine Neelin, Christine Connolly, Lisa Stornaielo, Laura Newcomb, Catherine Gil, Deb McMartin, Lisa Cahill

Submitted by PTO Secretary Christine Gately
