[image: image1.wmf]PTO Minutes
October 15, 2009
Principal’s Report –  Mrs. Pelletier reviewed the Highlands School MCAS results.  Highland School did very well and we should all feel proud of our school and our students. Highlands School scored a very high rating in English and a high rating in Math.   The goal is for all students to pass the test as proficient or advanced by 2014.  The teachers and staff will meet to analyze results and strategize on ways to improve performance.  The staff wants all students to achieve their best results.  The State continues to raise the bar, and continued improvement will be challenging for the school.   
Treasurer’s Report – Stacey Doherty presented the Treasurer’s Report.   An error on last month’s report was corrected.  The correct proposed spending on the Holiday Bazaar is $5,500.00.  The money has been distributed to the table chair people.  The Highland Harvest profited over $1,400.00.  This is great for the initial year.  EMD Serona gave a donation of $400.00.  The Lord and Taylor Benefit Bash raised $140.00.  The Street Sign Raffle/Membership Drive raised over $1,400.00.  Highland School has been added to the Stop and Shop A+ program as of October 9th.  
Committee Updates:

Highland Harvest – Leslie Flanagan reported on the great feedback we have received on the Highland Harvest.  It was a beautiful day and a great community builder.  The PTO executive board would like to thank the team who worked so hard to put this together including:  Deanna Ferrini, Kristen Burchhill, Kristine Melo, Kara Wishart, Kara Cody, Joe Gozzo.   We would also like to thank everyone who donated his or her time and energy volunteering to make the day a success.  We could not possible list everyone, but please know your contribution was much appreciated.  
Some suggestions for next year include: extending the hours, separate medals for the girls/boys road race, tables to sit and eat, and a different petting zoo vendor.  
Readers Digest –  Kristine Melo informed the PTO that we achieved the goal that every class has participated in the Readers Digest fund raiser.  All orders should be in by October 16th and it should raise approximately $3,500.
Haunted House – Michelle Johnson reported that the set up for the Haunted House is going well.  Electrical inspection will be the week of the 19th.  We still need volunteers.    The Haunted House will be held October 22 through the 24.  October 22 will be “not so scary” night where the lights will be on and actors will not be in make up.  The price will be $5.00 a person.

PIP – In order to save on paper, the Parent Involvement Program will not be sending out flyers for the monthly math quiz.  These quizzes can be found at ParentInvolementProgam.org.  We also are looking to post the quiz on the Highland web-site.
The Taste of Braintree fundraiser will be on November 18th.  If tickets are purchased before October 31, the cost will be $25.00 per family.  After October 31st, the price will be $40.00 per family.
Sustainable Braintree -  Michelle Johnson, who is on the board of Sustainable Braintree,  has been doing “Trash Talks” around some schools teaching the students what is trash and what is recyclable.  She has offered to come to the Highland School.
Highland Cookbook – We have received 158 recipes.   The book will be in print soon and should be available around Christmas for $10.00.

Note Cards and other One of a Kind Items  -  The children will be working on art work in art class for the “Original Works” fund raiser.  It will be coming home, and you can order note cards, coffee mugs, pillowcases, and many other items.  Orders will be due by November 5th and items will be available for Christmas.  Contact Michelle Carden for more information.  

Holiday Bazaar – The Holiday Bazaar will be December 4th.  Laura Menadue sent around a volunteer request form.  If you are interested in volunteering that day, baking for the bake sale, attending or hosting a craft night, please contact Laura Menadue.  This year the goal will be to increase the “crafts’ that are made and sold.  The committee has requested that each table have some homemade craft items.  Jeans, knit or fleece mittens, and crayons are needed for crafts.  We are also in need of raffle items.  If you can donate any raffle items, please contact Laura Menadue.
Yard Sale – It was suggested that Highland School host a large yard sale for families.  Pay for a table to be set up in the back of the school.  PTO is looking into the possibility.

Highlands Wear – Janet Curley reported that all orders are in.  We may have another one in November for Christmas Gifts.  The original “H” for Highlands will be replaced by a “B” for Braintree on the sweat shirts.

Read to Succeed - Steps to Success -  Mrs. Pelletier spoke about the reading program.  Kick off will be next Tuesday with an assembly.  This year the focus of the reading program will be character building.  In keeping with that theme, the tokens given will reflect a positive aspect of character – kindness, perseverance, courage, etc.  
50/50 Raffle – The PTO is looking into a 50/50 raffle.  These raffles may be monthly and can be purchased as a gift for teachers, etc.  We are in the beginning process and additional information will be available. 

Spelling Bee – Highland School will be represented in the Adult Spelling Bee at the South Shore Plaza thanks to Stephen Quigley who will be sponsoring the team.  The team is still looking for one more participant.  

Book Fair – Will take place on November 9 through the 13th.  It will also be available the evening of the 12th.   Additional information will be coming home in the back packs.  
Street Sign Raffle – The street sign raffle was held at the meeting.  Congratulations to the family of Martin Joyce (fourth grade, Mrs. Donahoe’s class).  
Attendance:

Mrs. Nancy Pelletier, Mary Ridge, Leslie Flanagan, Stacey Doherty, Christine Gately, Laura Medadue, Janet Curley Kristen Burchhill, Kelly Burke, Jenn Eskander, Kristine Melo, Michelle Johnson, Amy Donovan, Bethany Lyons, Laurie McGurie, Alyce McLeod, Lisa Stornaielo, Elizabeth Jaehnig, Bernadette Dunphy, Nicoly Hurley, Debbie DeGregorio, Tracey Carter. Cheryl Hawe, Michelle Carden
Submitted by PTO Secretary Christine Gately
