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PTO Minutes
November 12, 2009
Principal’s Report –  The Thanksgiving Celebration will be Thursday, November 19th.  Students will perform a poem or song to celebrate the holiday. Grade 3, 4, 5 and Kindergarten (AM) will perform at 9:30.  First, Second and Kindergarten (PM) will perform at 1:45.  Families are invited to attend. 
Mr. Nash will be coordinating the Turkey Trot again this year. Each grade will participate in a race.  A turkey will be donated in the winners name to a local charity.  Stop and Shop generously donated the turkeys this year. 
For those who shop at Stop and Shop please register the Highland School on the store web-site. A portion of sales will go to Highland School.  Stop and Shop also are running a “Principal Challenge”.  Principals can come up with a challenge to receive a $1,000.00 donation to their school.  Some challenge ideas were:

· Are you Smarter than a 5th Grader?

· Math Challenge between students and Mrs. Pelletier

· Each classroom comes up with an individual challenge for Mrs. Pelletier
Information will be sent home this week to parents of Fifth Graders to gauge interest in Camp Bourndale becoming part of the 5th grade send-off.

The Read to Succeed program is going strong.  Thanks to Crissy Murphy for her hard work on the bulletin board and through out the program.

Some upper grades students need assistance with basic math facts.  A National Honor Society student will work with these students after school to help with multiplication and division math facts.  This program may be expanded and parent volunteers may be needed. 

Treasurer’s Report  - The Original Works program will bring in about $1,300.00.  Forty-five percent of students participated.  Life Touch portraits donated $1,770.88.  The Stop and Shop AT program has earned $375.00 so far.  The Braintree Special Education Council, which helps to promote awareness of the availability of special education services, has requested a $100.00 donation.  A motion was made and approved to donate the money. 
Committee Updates:

Readers Digest –  Thank you to Kristine Melo for her work on the Readers Digest program.  Highland School PTO should earn about $4,000.00.
Haunted House – Highland School PTO will profit approximately $5,000.00 from the Haunted House.   This is down about 20% from other years, but is still our biggest fundraiser.  Elisa Dillon will be stepping down as chair-person next year.  This year there was a break down in scheduling volunteers. People who were willing to volunteer were not called and others were scheduled for three days.  Next year coordinating volunteers will have to be given priority.
Holiday Bazaar –Laura Menadue reported the Holiday Bazaar is in great shape.  It will be December 4th.  Each chairperson should have their tables set, and volunteers scheduled.  The raffles this year will be distributed by 5th graders to cut down on chaos.  Craft nights are being scheduled.  If you have time, your help is needed.  Thank you to Laura for her time and energy.
School Advisory – Laura Menadue reported on the School Advisory Committee.  The School Advisory is a panel that meets once a month with Dr. Kurzberg, Superintendant of Schools. Dr. Kurzberg wanted each school’s PTO to look into becoming a 5013C non-profit and bonding the treasurer.  (See below).
MCAS is changing their grading and evaluation of the school.  It will now be more of a comparison.  The goal is still for all students to reach proficient by 2014. 

Fundraisers that have occurred at other schools include:
· Magazine drives

· Dance

· Polar Express

· Pumpkin Fest

· Pizza Drive

5013C and Bond issue - Stacy Doherty researched the 5013C status. There are pros and cons to the non-profit status.  Taxes would have to be filed annually.  Also, the PTO would have to register with the state Attorney Generals office.  Some flexibility would be lost in fundraising.  It would allow contributions to be matched, and give some creditability to the PTO.  It was voted to not seek 5013C status at this time.

It was also discussed to bond our treasurer.  Stacey looked into insurance policies and they range from $300.00 to $700.00.   Other PTO’s have bonded their treasurer.  This will insure security and protection in case of theft or loss.  It was voted to seek insurance and bond the PTO treasurer. 
Papa Gino’s Fundraiser – Papa Gino’s has contacted the PTO to have a fundraiser.  Twenty percent of sales will go to Highland School.  If anyone is available to coordinate this event, please contact Mary Ridge.
Braintree Fund for Education – This years BFFE event will be March 19th at the Sheraton Tara.  The entertainment will be Breaking Point.  They are asking the Highland PTO for a raffle of $300.00.  This motion was approved.  Kate Naughton will purchase either a Kindle or Net Book for the raffle. 
Great Books – Leslie Flanagan reported on Great Books.  Great Books usually kicks off in January and lasts six to eight weeks.    This reading program offers students an introduction to different genres of books, including folk tales.  The enrichment program includes reading the passage, an activity and discussion.  Michel Johnson will coordinate volunteers and book purchase.  Volunteers will be needed.  Contact Michel Johnson if you are interested. 

Highland Cookbook – The Highland Cookbook is in print.  It will be delivered December 11th.  A sheet will be sent home to reserve your copy. The cost will be $10.00.
Dedication to Mr. Z – A small sitting area will be established in the back of the school and dedicated to Mr. Z.  Mr. Z was principal at the Highland School for many years and recently passed away.  A former Highland student will be working on this project to earn his Eagle Scout.  PTO will donate some money to the project as it is developed.  
Attendance:

Mrs. Nancy Pelletier, Mary Ridge, Leslie Flanagan, Stacey Doherty, Christine Gately, Bethany Lyons, Kate Naughton, MaryAnne Barry, Julie Gozzo, Kristine Melo, Maria Cappadona, Crissy Murphy, Cathy Gil, Jennifer Eskander, Laura Menadue, Michel Johnson, Kelley McCray, Beth West, Alyce McLeod, Kristen Burchill, Christine Neelon, Laurie McGuire, Dorrie Furnes
Submitted by PTO Secretary Christine Gately
