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PTO Minutes
March 2, 2010
Meadow Farm Fundraising – A representative from Meadow Farm Fundraising, Brett Fagin, attended the PTO meeting to discuss fundraising options.  He passed around brochures and products.  The products include educational toys, candy, baking needs, and licensed sports merchandise.   It is a family owned company headquartered in Agawam, MA and was started in 1968.  They have a student and teacher incentive program.  They will enter the order forms into their system and report on under and over payment.  The PTO will receive 50% of the profits from the main catalog and 30% of the profits from the licensed sports products.  
Principal’s Report 
Math Facts Tutoring - Highlands School is offering some special tutoring to students needing extra help in grades 3-5 on math facts.  Chrissy Murphy has been helping the students who may require extra assistance in learning their math facts.  These students were selected by their teachers.  Thanks to Chrissy for lending a hand.
Wax Museum - Grade 4 will be organizing a wax museum on March 25 at 1:45.    They will be dressed as historical figures and families are invited to attend.
Science Night - Thursday, March 4, Highlands School will host a Science night.  It is expected to be attended by 100 Highlands students.

Game Night – The fifth graders are planning a fundraiser with proceeds going to the fifth grade send off.  Game day will be available for grades K-4 on March 11th.
Treasurer’s Report
There was some additional revenue to report this month:

· $320.00 from the 50/50 Raffle

· $37.00 from the Potting Bench

· $300.00 from Lord and Taylor Benefit Bash

The Highlands School collected $687.00 for Haitian relief.   This has been sent to the Red Cross. We also sent $45.00 to the Dianne DeVanna Center raised from the coloring of mittens that hung at the school during the holidays.  Insurance premiums were also paid this month.
Committee Reports
Great Books – Great Books was a huge success.  The children loved it and thank you to all of the volunteers who made it possible.  The last week of Great Books will be the week of March 8th followed by an ice cream party on March 16th.

PIP – Michelle Johnson has applied for a $25,000 Grant sponsored by the Pepsi Corporation aimed at increase recycling in Braintree.   The grant would allow for educational materials, prizes, recycling bins and composting area for Braintree.   In order for Braintree to win the grant, you must go to www.refresseverything.com and register as a user.  Go to the $25,000 grant section and vote for Improve Recycling in Braintree.  You may vote once a day and the most votes will win the grant.   A link has been added to the Highlands web-site. 

Fifth Grade Send off – Four of the six fundraisers have been complete.  The fundraisers are to offset the cost of the class gifts, yearbook and dinner for the fifth graders.  They will hold a Game Day on March 11th and Books for Bingo night on April 8th.

BFFE event – Kate Naughton announced that the new BFFE event will be on June 12th.  It will be a golf tournament followed by an evening event at Emerald Hall with Jim Plunket.  The BFFE will also be holding a March Madness Raffle with a cash prize.  The seller of the Grand Prize winner will also win Taylor Swift concert tickets or American Express Gift Card.
Auction and Raffle Night – The Annual Auction and Raffle night will be April 30th at the Knights of Columbus Hall.   Flyers have been sent home.  Volunteers are still needed.  Please contact Nicole Hurley if you can volunteer.   There will also be an event at Campanelli’s Restaurant on March 11th.   The proceeds from the event will go to purchasing raffle prizes and door prizes for the Auction and Raffle night.
Haunted House – Volunteers are needed to chair the event.  If a small group could get together to organize Highlands biggest fundraiser it would be appreciated. 

Field Day – A motion was made and seconded to increase the Field Day budget to 3,000.  The motion was seconded and passed.  Laurie Maguire will be using a different vendor this year due to a better price.  The gym will not be used this year.  
Box Top – Donna Dalton has graciously agreed to organize the Box Top drive.  Also, a container will be available for those who have box tops and would rather just drop them by the school.

Healthy Highlander – The Healthy Highlander will again focus on fruits and veggies.  This year the classes will be randomly checked during lunch a total of 6 times over a period of 2 weeks and count the number of fruits and veggies that are being consumed.  
The “kick off” assembly will take place on April 15th.  On that date, students will receive their pledge sheets and a letter about the program.  We will have guest “experts” show how each station works.  Each student will also receive a foot bag (aka hacky sack) to encourage them to get kicking.  Students will participate in a “kick-a-thon” on Thursday, April 29th.   (Rain date Friday, April 30th)  We hope that each student will collect at least $10 in pledges for participating in this event. 

There will be 6 stations set up in the gym and outside behind the school. Each station will focus on a different activity that involves using your feet.  They are:

1. Football – kick a football off a tee

2. Soccer – dribbling and shooting

3. Karate – run by American Kempo Karate Academy instructors

4. Step Aerobics – run by Mrs. Pelletier

5. Dancing – in the gym – Cotton Eyed Joe, Cha Cha Slide, etc.

6.  Foot Juggling – various objects available to juggle with your feet (ie. balloons, beach balls, hacky sacks, soccer balls)

Attendance:  Mrs. Nancy Pelletier, Mary Ridge, Leslie Flanagan, Stacey Doherty, Christine Gately, Dorrie Furness, Laurie McGuire, Laura Menadue, Lauren Roy, Laurie Eleuteri, Kelly Burke, Kate Naughton, Kristine Melo, Elisa Dillon, matther Sterling, Debbie DeGregorio, Jennifer Eskander, Michelle Carden, Michael Johnson
Submitted by PTO Secretary Christine Gately
