PTO Minutes
January 14, 2010
 The Highlands School PTO would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year.
Introductions – The PTO received cookies for the meeting from Mrs. Aiello as a thank you for her 50/50 raffle gift.  Mrs. Aiello was the winner of the raffle.   Also, many thank you cards were received from teachers for the Christmas gifts from the PTO and for Staff Appreciation Day.
Principal’s Report –  
Camp Bournedale – The fifth graders will be joining the students of Ross and Liberty school for an overnight stay at Camp Bournedale in the Spring.  The students will participate in hands on educational activities.  The cost for staying overnight will be $135.00 and $90.00 for those not staying overnight.  A motion was made for the PTO to pay for the busing.  The motion passed.
Family Science Night – Highland School will host a science night at the schools for grades K-5.  Parents will accompany their child for experiments in chemistry, electricity and magnets.  The cost will be $5.00.  More information will be coming.

Winter concert – The fourth and fifth graders participated in their Winter Concert.  Those participating in instruments showed how much they have learned and the fifth grade chorus sang.  Two shows were held which alleviated over crowding.  They did a great job.

Dr. Craig Allen from Allen Dental Associates will be coming to discuss dental hygiene to the third graders in February.

Custodian- Brad Hoobs, the senior custody, is now working at East Middle School.  Interviewing is being done to replace him.

Back of school in winter – The back of the school presents a problem in the winter.  Only the black top is plowed which causes many children at recess to be crowded into a smaller area.  Some small scrapes have occurred by children running and falling.  The staff will encourage the children to slow down to avoid these scrapes.
Treasurer’s Report  - 
Box Tops – So far we have received $677.00.  We will continue to collect Box tops through out the year so keep sending them in!  Dawn McGurn is chairing the Box Top drive.  Thanks, Dawn.

Haunted House – The final for the Haunted House is $4,602.50.  Down from other years but still a significant fund raiser.  Thank you to Elisa Dillon for chairing the event.

Holiday Bazaar- The holiday bazaar raised a total of $5,632.  Great job!  Thank you Laura Menadue and Laurie McGuire and all of the volunteers who made it a success.

Readers Digest – The final raised from the Readers Digest drive was $4,088.00 thanks to Kristine Melo who chaired the fund raiser.

50/50 Raffle – The 50/50 raffle raised $300.00.  

Cultural Arts – Received a 900.00 grant which will be used to bring programs into the school for our students.

Book Fair – Raised 1,822.00 thanks to the work of Deb McMartin who chaired the fair.

Dianna DeVanna Center – In the December Highlanders, students could color mittens that were then displayed to raise money for the Dianna DeVanna Center.   Fourty-five dollars was raised and a check will be sent.
Checks were sent to staff for the holidays.  Many of our staff spend their own money on class room supplies and this was our way of giving back to the staff.  The staff was very appreciative. 
Committee Updates:

Fifth Grade Send off – Leslie Flanagan informed the PTO of the plans for the fifth grade send off.  This year with the addition of Camp Bournedale, the fifth grader send off week will be different.  After Camp Bournedale, the fifth graders will have a “take on the staff” challenge.  This will also be followed by Spirit Day.  The fifth grade send off dinner will be at the Highland School this year.   Many volunteers are needed.   For more information please contact Kristen Burchill, Christine Neelon, Kara Wishart or Leslie Flanagan. 

The fifth graders will be participating in fundraising to raise money for the events.   A fundraiser will be at the Chateau – with 20% of the bill going to the fifth grader send off.  More information will be coming.  The profits from the January election day bake sale will also go the fifth grade send off.  

BFFE –  Due to the new ownership of the Sheraton Tara in Braintree, the BFFE event has been forced to change locations.  They are still planning on selling raffle tickets and are trying to get a new venue.   Additional information will be coming. 

Brockton Rox/Backyard party -  Due to the lack of available dates, it was decided to forego the annual trip to the Brockton Rox.  Instead, the idea was suggested to have an event in the back of the school in the Spring.  Similar to the fall pizza party in the past, it will be a casual event where the kids and parents can socialize. 
Silent Auction and Raffle Night – Planning is being done for the annual Silent Auction and Raffle Nigh.  It is a fun night of raffles and auction.  Volunteers are being requested for coordinating classroom baskets, calling local businesses for raffle items, and many other areas.  If you are able to donate time, please contact Nicole Hurley at nichurley@virozon.net.
Holiday Bazaar – Laura Menadue requested an increase in the holiday bazaar budget from $5,500 to $6,000.   The holiday bazaar profited over 5,600 dollars this year.  A motion to increase the budget was made and passed.   It is Laurie McGuire and Mary O’Donnell’s last year with Highland’s so a special thank you for all of her hard work to make the Holiday Bazaar a success.   
Book Fair – Deb McMartin wanted to thank all of the volunteers working the Book Fair.  We appreciate your time and hard work.  Also, Deb utilized an on-line scheduler to coordinated volunteer times.  She would be available to show any other chair people who need to coordinate volunteer times.  Deb stated that is was easy to use and made scheduling much easier.
Other Reports:

Insurance -  A motion was made and passed to buy full insurance coverage for the PTO officers.  The yearly premium will be $264.00 through Houston Insurance.

Teacher Appreciation – A February staff appreciation day will be coordinated.  It will be a “sweet treats” theme and donations will be requested.  More information to come.

Cookbooks – Cookbooks are still available for $10.00.  Thanks to Mary Ann Barry for coordinating!

School Advisory – Laura Medadue expressed concern over the Highland schools lack of a Smart Board.  A Smart Board is an electronic “white board”.  Many schools have success with this interactive teaching tool.  Some questioned if Highland School had room for a Smart Board. Mrs. Pelletier will look into space concerns.  The profits from the Book Fair can also be used for merchandise through Scholastic Books.  Using the “merchandise credits” from Scholastic to purchase a Smart Board after next years Book Fair was discussed. 
Attendance:

Submitted by PTO Secretary Christine Gately
