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PTO Minutes
April 14, 2010
Coffee Pond Photography – A representative from Coffee Pond Photography came to the meeting to discuss their school photography program.  They are based in Natick with a 94% retention rate.  They have over 450 clients including: Ross, Flaherty, Liberty and Hollis.  They specialize in outdoor photography but also utilize green screen photography for indoor pictures.  Coffee Pond Photography offers simple packages but still offers parents the ability to customize.   Every child gets a class picture.  They also offer a scholarship program to those families who can not afford the picture fee.   Coffee Pond Photography offers a commission program for the PTO and also will make a donation to the Cultural Arts program. 
BFFE event – The BFFE event will be on June 12th.  It will be a golf tournament followed by an evening event at Emerald Hall with Jim Plunket.    They BFFE already held the raffle and Cheryl Hall won $500.00.  

PIP – The PIP program had their annual fundraiser – Racing for Robotics.  Highlands school sent one team for $500.00.  We had budgeted 1,000.00 based on the price per team last year.   A motion was made and approved to donate the additional $500.00 to PIP based on what was budgeted.   
There was also a suggestion to make the summer math packets available online and at the public library to cut down on copying costs. 
Principal’s Report 
Curtains for the stage area - The fifth grade committee would like to make a $500.00 donation to replace the curtains on the stage in the cafeteria.  The price for the curtains is $4,200.  The school system is willing to give $2,200.  A motion was made and passed for the PTO to contribute the remaining $1,500.
Meadow Farms – Meadow Farms will replace the Readers Digest Fundraiser next autumn.  The teacher incentive program allows the teachers $100.00 in products for all classrooms that achieve 50% participation.  The school is working with Meadow Farms because the current policy states that school employees can not receive any gift over $49.99.  Other incentive programs – raffle off an IPOD for the student.    The class that sells the most gets a pizza party.
Bingo Night –The fifth graders took charge of the event and it was an enormous success.  The winners won a candy bar (that was also the price of admission). It was an inexpensive event and was a fun night for families.

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  The recent activity involves the Auction and Raffle Night.  The hall and DJ have been paid.  Money is coming in for the classroom baskets.

The Rotary Club donated $10.00.   The library purchased a DVD player.  A check from scholastic books was cashed for $134.00.

Committee Reports
Healthy Highlanders  - The Healthy Highlander will again focus on fruits and veggies.  This year the classes will be randomly checked during lunch a total of 6 times over a period of 2 weeks and count the number of fruits and veggies that are being consumed.    Volunteers are needed.
Students will participate in a “kick-a-thon” on Thursday, April 29th.   (Rain date Friday, April 30th)  We hope that each student will collect at least $10 in pledges for participating in this event. 

There will be 6 stations set up in the gym and outside behind the school. Each station will focus on a different activity that involves using your feet.  They are:

1. Football – kick a football off a tee

2. Soccer – dribbling and shooting

3. Karate – run by American Kempo Karate Academy instructors

4. Step Aerobics – run by Mrs. Pelletier

5. Dancing – in the gym – Cotton Eyed Joe, Cha Cha Slide, etc.

6.  Foot Juggling – various objects available to juggle with your feet (ie. balloons, beach balls, hacky sacks, soccer balls)

Silent Auction - The Annual Auction and Raffle night will be April 30th at the Knights of Columbus Hall.   Flyers have been sent home.  Volunteers are still needed.  Please contact Nicole Hurley if you can volunteer.   

A few small fundraisers were held to purchase raffle items.  In order to incent people to arrive early, their will be early bird specials and door prizes.  You can still purchase raffles even if you can not make the event.  

Field Day – This years Field day will be June 11th.   Laura Medadue is organizing volunteers and more are needed.  We will have a DJ, tricycle races, games and snacks for the kids.  A sign up sheet for volunteers has been added to the Highlands web-site. 
End of the Year Party – This event will be similar to the Party in the Parks over the summer.  It will be a simple gathering on Tuesday, June 15th from 5-7.  Bring lawn chairs, blankets.  We will have pizza and water.  The price has yet to be determined.  

Haunted House – Some Highlands PTO representatives will be meeting with Liberty PTO to discuss the future of the Haunted House. 
Attendance:  Mrs. Nancy Pelletier, Mary Ridge, Stacey Doherty, Christine Gately, Nicole Hurley, Janet Curley, Laura Menadue, Debbie DeGregorio, Kara Carney, Deb McMartin, MaryAnne Barry, Michelle Carden, Dorrie Furness, Lauren Roy, Laurie McGuire, Kelly Burke, Christine Connolly, Kristen Burchill, DeeDee McGinn, Lisa Mallon, Michelle Johnson, Cathy Al-Janabi, Tracey McDermott
Submitted by PTO Secretary Christine Gately
