Writing a Thesis

A thesis statement is a statement that can be proven.  It answers a question with an opinion that can be supported by evidence.  For example, 

RQ. What time should teenagers be home at night?

A. "Every teenager in the United States should be off the streets and in their homes by dark." 

Possible evidence used to support this could be;  

1. School grades would improve because there would be more time to study. 

2. Crimes committed by teens would be reduced.  

3. Teens would get in less trouble if they were not out roaming the streets.

Write a thesis that says the opposite of the above statement.  Support it with three pieces of evidence.

Thesis--  

Evidence—

Checklist--






     
[yes]
[no]

1.  Is the thesis a complete sentence with a subject, verb and 

object?     







[   ]
[  ]

2.  Can you provide evidence to support the thesis?


[   ]
[  ]

3.  There are none of the following words in the thesis:  Yes, No, 

I, think, my, opinion, we, or any other first person pronoun?
 
[   ]
[  ]

If you answered any of the above by checking no, change your thesis.



Try again with the following questions...

1. Will the new law about the minimum driving age—no one else under the age of 18 with you in a car unless they are related to you—lower the amount of car accidents in Massachusetts?

2. Will uniforms in public schools affect student performance?

3. Is leaving middle school and going to the high school stressful for students?

What is the question you will ask concerning your research topic?
RQ: 

What is the one sentence answer to your RQ that will be your thesis statement?

OVER->








