Research Project

Grade 8 U.S. History

Instructions for Internet Research

To use the internet as a research tool you will need to know some basic rules and procedures.  In this handout, you will be given a set of “How To’s,” “Do’s,” and “Don’t’s.”

How To’s—

1. To use a search engine, you need to type the topic into the Search Bar, then click the Search button. 

2. To search for an exact title, or phrase, put all of the words in the search bar inside of quotation marks.  Example—“Abraham Lincoln”

3. Use the first two or three returns on the search, as long as they are not advertisements.  

4. You can use certain sites to search within the site, such as www.loc.gov. 

5. Find out who wrote the site by back-tracking through the web address until you get to the .com type ending.  Mr. Sheehan will show you this in the library, use the space below to take notes.
6. Find out who else thinks the site is good by doing as link search on the address.  Go to your favorite search engine and type “link:http//:exampleaddress.”  This will show you who else links to the page.

7. To backtrack through a site to determine if it is valid, delete the address up to the backslash.  Example:  the web site that has specific quotes from Thomas Jefferson—

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/jefferson_papers/mtjquote.html becomes

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/jefferson_papers/ 

to see the previous site about all the Jefferson Papers, which will become 


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/ 

to see all the presidents’ papers.  You should keep deleting until you get to the route, or home page— http://memory.loc.gov  
Do’s

· Ask questions about the website if you have them.  Make sure you understand the site, who wrote it, and what the message is before you use it as information.

· Write the address of the site before you take any notes, make sure you have the address EXACTLY correct.
· Try to find out who created the site, and why.  Usually, this means a little extra work, but you can make sure that the page is valid.

· Be very careful of any website with the .com ending.  Sites with a .com ending are trying to sell you things, whether it is their product or an advertisers
· Use a several search engines to help you find new sites.  Remember, search engines want people to pay them to have their site listed first, so use more than one to make sure you get good results.  
· Remember that sites with the .org ending belong to organizations.  These organizations might not be telling all sides to the story because they want you to believe them.  For instance, Greenpeace only tells people about people hurting the environment, but not how the jobs help people.

· Feel free to use site with the .edu as an ending.  These are university and college sites.  But be careful, as people at those college or universities may not know what they are talking about.  Make sure you do a link and author search.
Don’t’s
· Don’t believe that just because it is on the internet that it is true.  Anyone can make a website, it is not hard.  Then they can put on the web anything they want to.

· Don’t forget to check what else the creator of the website has done.  If they are an expert in the field, they will have other credits.

· Don’t think that you can find all the information on a website.  Even the experts have things that they think are important, and unimportant.  

· Don’t use any search engine results that have paid to be first.  You can tell which ones these are by looking for “sponsored links.”

The Internet is a tool for research.  It will aid you in your search for information about your topic.  The Internet is also a place that holds an immense amount of useless information.  Remember these rules.  

1. Nothing happens by accident.  Anything on the screen was put there on purpose.  

2. If you search for a topic and you get 100,000 matches, you will need to narrow your search.  

3. The first few returns from a search engine will be the best matches for your topic.

4. If you do not see what you want or need in the first few entries, move on.  Do not waste your time on useless information.

5. The Internet is not a substitute for other library research.  It is to be used only in addition to other research.

